
Mono Lake Newsletter 2

Mono Lake Committee Mission
The Mono Lake Committee is a non-profit citizens’ group dedicated to protecting
and restoring the Mono Basin ecosystem, educating the public about Mono Lake
and the impacts on the environment of excessive water use, and promoting
cooperative solutions that protect Mono Lake and meet real water needs without
transferring environmental problems to other areas.
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MO N O     L A K E
C O M M I T T E E

Mono Lake is a part of the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network, a
member of the international Living Lakes partnership (www.livinglakes.org),
designated as an Outstanding National Resource Water under the Clean Water Act,
and home to a National Forest Scenic Area and a California State Reserve.

A
mazingly clear water is one of the more subtle signs of fall in the
Mono Basin. When you’re down at the lakeshore with 25 second
graders trying to catch brine shrimp you notice not only the
clarity of the water but the scarcity of the brine shrimp. It’s fall,

and if the clarity of Mono’s waters haven’t told you then the chill in the early
morning air and the changing colors of the aspen, cottonwood, and willow
trees surely have.

Even though it is still sunny out, here in the office we’re working up a
storm. We’ve been keeping an eye on the local highway widening project, so
check out the article on page 3 to see what has been happening. There are
some wonderful stories from this year’s Outdoor Experiences program and
you can find those on page 6. Find out why the lake level is dropping on page
10, and why Mono Lake should receive Important Bird Area status on page 8.
We’ve put together quite a collection of books and gifts in the Fall Catalog, so
make sure to take a look in there too.

Have a wonderful fall!
—Arya Degenhardt

New growth flourishes amongst charred remains in the area burned in the May 2000
Lee Vining Canyon fire. Some rabbitbrush regrew enough to bloom late in the summer.


