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MONO LAKE

COMMITTETE

Mono Lake Office

Information Center and Bookstore
Highway 395 at Third Street
Post Office Box 29
Lee Vining, California 93541
Phone (760) 647-6595

Los Angeles Office

322 Culver Blvd.
Playa Del Rey, California 90293
Phone (818) 716-8488

On the Internet

info@monolake.org
www.monolake.org
www.monobasinresearch.org
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Staff
Shelly Backlar ......ccocovvvenicicnnenee Development Director
Lisa Cutting ........ Environmental Resource Coordinator
Ramona Robbins Clark ......... Retail Operations Manager

....................... Office Director
.Communications Coordinator

Jeff Darlington.................
Arya Degenhardt .

Heidi Hopkins.......... .Eastern Sierra Policy Director
Donnette HUSEItON .......cccoovvieecinrnccienes Bookkeeper
Geoffrey McQuilkin ...... Executive Director, Operations
Bartshe Miller ........cooovvnenicnicinnns Education Director
Gary Nelson ......... . Canoe Tour Supervisor
Shannon Nelson ... Development Assistant

.................................. Membership Coordinator
.Mono County Outreach Coordinator

Greg Reis ........ e Information Specialist
Frances Spivy-Weber .. Executive Director, Policy
Laura Walker ........ocooervnnincccnnns Bookstore Manager

Board of Directors
Richard Atwater, Glendale
Martha Davis, Sacramento

Sally Gaines, Mammoth Lakes
Amy Holm, Los Angeles
David Kanner, Redwood City
Andrea Lawrence, Mammoth Lakes
Ed Manning, Davis
Robert Marks, Santa Monica
David Marquart, Lee Vining
Jane Rogers, San Francisco
Guillermo Rodriguez, San Francisco
Tom Soto, Santa Monica

Officers
Sally Gaines and Ed Manning, Co-chairs
David Marquart, Treasurer
Tom Soto, Secretary
Frances Spivy-Weber, Executive Director, Policy
Geoffrey McQuilkin, Executive Director, Operations
Brent Coeur-Barron, Corporate Counsel

Directors Emeriti
Grace de Laet, San Francisco
Helen Green, Berkeley
Mary Hanson, Swall Meadows
Genny Smith, Mammoth Lakes
Ed Grosswiler, Portland, Oregon

n February 17, 1983 the California Supreme Court declared that
the public trust must be protected at Mono Lake. The decision
was, is, and will continue to be monumental in itssignificance—
not only at Mono Lake but throughout the United States, and
even theworld. Here at the Committee we wear the court’ swords
on the back of our staff T-shirt almost daily, areminder of the source of
Mono’ s protection, and the reason for our continued work here. Author John
Hart wrote, “ The public trust decision pointed the way to a permanent solu-
tion.” It isthat solution—balancing the needs of the environment with the
social and economic needs of people—that is the thread that ties all of the
Committee s programstogether.

So, thisissue of the Mono Lake Newsletter focuses on the public trust
doctrine. | suggest starting on page 3 with Executive Director of Operations
Geoff McQuilkin's overview of how the public trust fitsinto the Mono Lake
story. On pages 4-5 U.C. Davislaw professor Hap Dunning delvesinto some
of the philosophy and depth of the doctrine. Don’t missthe article with a
global perspective by Sandra Postel on page 6. Y ou'll find and update on
Walker lake from on page 7. And of course, you'll find all of thetraditional
goodies as well, so enjoy!

—AryaDegenhardt
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A shrine amongst the reed beds of Lake Biwa,Japan. The 5th Living Lakes Conference,
with the theme of “Education and Biodiversity,” took place at Lake Biwa last November.

Mono Lake Committee Mission
TheMono Lake Committeeisanon-profit citizens group dedicated to protecting
and restoring the Mono Basin ecosystem, educating the public about Mono Lake
and the impacts on the environment of excessive water use, and promoting
cooperative solutionsthat protect Mono L ake and meet real water needs without
transferring environmental problemsto other areas.

Mono Lakeisapart of the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network, a
member of theinternational Living Lakes partnership (www.livinglakes.org),
designated as an Outstanding National Resource Water under the Clean Water Act,
and hometo aNational Forest Scenic Areaand aCalifornia State Reserve.

The Mono Lake Newsletter is a quarterly publication on the Mono Lake Committee. Written material contained in this newsletter may be quoted or
reproduced for review, news reporting, educational purposes, or related non-profit uses; a copy of the publication is requested. Reproduction or quotation
for other purposes may be approved upon written request. ISSN #0275-6633. Copyright © 2001 Mono Lake Committee. Cover photo by Bob Schlicting.
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