
Article 3.6. Mono Lake Tufa State Reserve 
(Article 3.6 added by stats. 1981, Ch. 670, Sec. 1) 

 
5045.  (a) The tufa and associated sand structures at Mono Lake are a valuable geologic 
and scientific natural resource and are unique in North America for their beauty, 
abundance, diversity, and public accessibility. Their extreme fragility requires special 
measures for their protection and preservation for the enjoyment and education of 
the public. 

(b) The Mono Lake Tufa State Reserve is hereby established as a unit of the state 
park system and shall consist of the state-owned portions of the Mono Lake bed lying at 
or below the elevation of 6,417 feet above sea level.  As soon as practicable after January 
1, 1982, the State Lands Commission shall issue a permit for occupancy to the 
department pursuant to Section 6221i. 
 
5046.  (a) The reserve shall be managed primarily for the purpose of protecting the tufa 
and associated sand structures and providing for their interpretation.  The department 
shall designate public accessways to Mono Lake for recreational and other purposes that 
are not in conflict with the preservation of the tufa and associated sand structures. 

(b) The department may enter into agreements with any other public agency to 
provide for the joint management of the reserve and the provision of visitor and 
interpretive services and facilities in connection therewith.  For purposes of 
administrative support, departmental personnel may be assigned to any other unit of the 
state park system in the vicinity of the reserve. 

(c) The department shall commence managing the reserve as soon as practicable 
after January 1, 1982, and, to this end, the reserve is exempt from the requirements of 
subdivision (a) of Section 5002.2 because the only improvements contemplated at the 
reserve are temporary facilities within the meaning of subdivision (c) of Section 
5002.2ii. 
 
5047.  (a) No provision of this article shall be construed to interfere with any reasonable 
use of land or other activity existing or occurring on or before January 1, 1981, within the 
boundary of the reserve that does not conflict with the purposes for which the reserve is 
established.  Accordingly, any such use of land or other activity is not subject to Section 
5001.65iii. 

(b) No provision of this article or Section 5019.65iv is intended, nor shall be 
construed, to interfere in any way with the City of Los Angeles' diversion of water from 
streams tributary to Mono Lake pursuant to state water rights licenses numbered 10191 
and 10192. 

(c) No provision of this article shall be construed to affirm or deny the legal right 
of the City of Los Angeles to divert water from the Mono Basin. 

(d) No provision of this article shall be construed for the purpose of establishing, 
or interfering with the establishment of, the ownership of relicted lands in the current 
litigation between California and the United States. 
 
5048.  Any disturbance, defacement, displacement, or other interference with any tufa or 
associated sand structure by any person or instrumentality is a misdemeanor, punishable 



by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500) or imprisonment in the county jail 
for not more than six months or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

This section shall apply to all tufa and associated sand structures within the Mono 
Lake basin, regardless of their location on public or private lands or within or without the 
boundaries of the reserve.  The department shall provide for the enforcement of, and 
any other peace officer within the Mono Basin shall enforce, this 
section. 
 
5049.  Natural or artificially caused accretion or reliction of the waters of Mono Lake 
shall not be deemed contrary to the purposes of this article. 
 
                                                
i 6221.  Any instrumentality, district, agency, or political subdivision of the state 
occupying or using, pursuant to law, lands owned by the state and under the jurisdiction 
of the commission shall comply with the provisions of this division, and the commission 
shall issue a permit for occupancy of such land upon application. The commission shall 
prescribe, by rule or regulation, a reasonable filing fee which shall accompany the 
application, but such fee may not exceed the average of the commission's actual costs of 
receiving applications and making the initial title review for such permits. 
The application shall include: 

(a) A description of the state lands involved, giving sufficient details or a survey 
tied to a record survey or monument in order to locate it accurately. 

(b) The public use to be made of the land. 
(c) Completed environmental documents prepared pursuant to the commission's 
rules and regulations. 

ii 5002.2.  (a) Following classification or reclassification of a unit by the State Park and 
Recreation Commission, and prior to the development of any new facilities in any 
previously classified unit, the department shall prepare a general plan or revise any 
existing plan, as the case may be, for the unit. 

The general plan shall consist of elements that will evaluate and define the 
proposed land uses, facilities, concessions, operation of the unit, any environmental 
impacts, and the management of resources, and shall serve as a guide for the future 
development, management, and operation of the unit. 

The general plan constitutes a report on a project for the purposes of Section 
21100. The general plan for a unit shall be submitted by the department to the State Park 
and Recreation Commission for approval. 

(b) The resource element of the general plan shall evaluate the unit as a 
constituent of an ecological region and as a distinct ecological entity, based upon 
historical and ecological research of plant-animal and soil-geological relationships and 
shall contain a declaration of purpose, setting forth specific long-range management 
objectives for the unit consistent with the unit's classification pursuant to Article 1.7 
(commencing with Section 5019.50), and a declaration of resource management policy, 
setting forth the precise actions and limitations required for the achievement of the 
objectives established in the declaration of purpose. 

(c) Notwithstanding the requirements of subdivision (a), the department is not 
required to prepare a general plan for a unit that has no general plan or to revise an 



                                                                                                                                            
existing plan, as the case may be, if the only development contemplated by the 
department consists of the repair, replacement, or rehabilitation of an existing 
facility; the construction of a temporary facility, so long as such construction does not 
result in the permanent commitment of a resource of the unit; any undertaking necessary 
for the protection of public health or safety; or any emergency measure necessary for the 
immediate protection of natural or cultural resources; or any combination thereof at a 
single unit.  Any development  is subject to the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000)). 

(d) Any general plan approved prior to July 1, 1972, may be used as the basis for 
development if the director finds that there has been no significant change in the 
resources of the unit since approval of the plan and that the plan is compatible with 
current policies governing development of the unit and the classification of 
the unit. 

(e) Consistent with good planning and sound resource management, the 
department shall, in discharging its responsibilities under this section, attempt to make 
units of the state park system accessible and usable by the general public at the earliest 
opportunity. 

(f) The department may prepare a general plan which includes more than one unit 
of the state park system for units which are in close proximity to one another and which 
have similar resources and recreational opportunities if that action will facilitate the 
protection of public resources and public access to units of the state park system. 
iii 5001.65.  Commercial exploitation of resources in units of the state park system is 
prohibited. However, slant or directional drilling for oil or gas with the intent of 
extracting deposits underlying the Tule Elk State Reserve in Kern County is permissible 
in accordance with Section 6854.  Commercial fishing is permissible, unless otherwise 
restricted, in state marine (estuarine) conservation areas, state marine (estuarine) cultural 
preservation areas, and state marine (estuarine) recreational management areas. 

Qualified institutions and individuals shall be encouraged to conduct 
nondestructive forms of scientific investigation within state park system units, upon 
receiving prior approval of the director. 

The taking of mineral specimens for recreational purposes from state beaches, 
state recreation areas, or state vehicular recreation areas is permitted upon receiving prior 
approval of the director. 
iv 5019.65.  State reserves consist of areas embracing outstanding natural or scenic 
characteristics of statewide significance.  The purpose of a state reserve is to preserve its 
native ecological associations, unique faunal or floral characteristics, geological features, 
and scenic qualities in a condition of undisturbed integrity.  Resource manipulation shall 
be restricted to the minimum required to negate the deleterious influence of man. 

Improvements undertaken shall be for the purpose of making the areas available, 
on a day use basis, for public enjoyment and education in a manner consistent with the 
preservation of their natural features.  Living and nonliving resources contained within 
state reserves shall not be disturbed or removed for other than scientific or management 
purposes. 

State reserves may be established in the terrestrial or nonmarine aquatic (lake or 
stream) environments of the state. 


