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| aad the Unired States that relicred lands adjacent wo fadera’ Jands on ocher areas of the lake are owns:l

RESOLUTION NO, 98-47
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF MOS0

A RESOLUTION OF THE MONO COUNTY BOARTD OF SUPERYISORS
REEGARDING MOND LAKE RELICTED LANDS

WHEREAS, heginning i 1941 the Department of Water and Power of the City of Los

Angeles bepsn divering walers Moo the Mooo Basin wnder Formit suthooily of the S of

Califernia, aod the diversions cevsed Mono Lake to shrink in area, therchy cresdng new, dry lands:
f"relicted lands™} adjecent to privatc properties along the porthwest poction of the lake, the decd to

which show peivate cwhiesship to the cdgc: of the Jake; and

WHELFEAS, in rclisnce on the decd deseriptions, the vwers of the privete lands have ust:t.ll

the lands in manners at all times compatible with preservation ¢f the lake and lakeshore areas; the

uses ioclude ranch and demestic residential activiries, recreational sctivities, {mcluoding hiking.

S| hersebeck-riding end walking), minor cattle peazing, and wourism facilitiss, and
17

WHEREAS, the owners of the private lands heve peid propercy taxss in accordance with the

j deedad descrinrions of the properties, of to the cdge of the lake; and
| WHEREAS, the Suate of Ualifornia, acting by and cthirough reprasencatives of the Stare Lands
:. Commission and Parks Department, is now insisting that the State owns the relicted lands; it is furrherl
insisting that historic structures be removed trom daze lands aod that the owners of privace propertics

ad-acent to the lands cease uiicg the celicred Jands; and

WHEFREAS, based on federal stataes, the courts have decreed in litigation between the Siate

bir tke federal povernment and oof the Scate of California, thersby creating 8 fundamental inequily
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between the rights of the government and the dphts of prvate fandownets, which, evan if not Found
to Be inequitalle as a maer of lawr, creates an ﬂppeai:ante of vofarness; and

WHEREAS, the State is not coming forward with clesm hands in that it was the Seate,
EXCICising ils permit awthority, which creared the relicted Jands eqnteoversy in the firsi placc by
allowing wnnalural diversions of waters foeding the lake, thersby calling into question the applizabiliey
of stals case law relatve o reliction, which iz based on A@mra? ebh and tlow conditions camign to;
Iaﬁﬁ and seaitis tather than wnnamral condivions created by diverzions; and

WHEREAS, e Muoo Lake Property Owners Association, which is composed of and
represents the ownets of by privace lands, seeks only to maiemin Astoric uses of the wvariow
properties of its mentbers to the lake's edge, consistoni with applicable federal rules governing the
Wong Basin Sccoic Area; and

WHEREAS, history and a view today of the various privare propertics shows that private
stewardship of the lands has preserved the ecologicz] aml sconic values of the lake aml adjscent flora
and fauna as well as the stewardship of povermment gpencies ar other arews of e lake, while
providing texes to the County and useful and economically prsluctive sotivities in peneral; il

WHEREAS, 1o good faith cffort to negotiate a compreomise in (s controversy acceptalle to
all partics, meiuding the Smatc, the private landowners have williield engagiog in the nos of the
historic activities associated with use of the fands adjacent to the dake and the private propertics;
cfforts 4t reaching 2 compromisc have gone om EiJ:Lv;-l: the 1970%s with the participation and at the
reduest of Mooo County offielals; and

WHEREAS, the State’s position 13 cxccssive and premature in Heht of the face that the lake
will return t0 mesr hastonic high water levels us a result of actons of the State Watcr Resourcos
Ceontrol Bosrd {Pecision 1631 and dhe courts, thereby elbminating much of this supposed
contrayersy.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLYEL,

1% That the Mong County Board of Supcrvisars supportys the efforts of the Moo Lake Propecty
Ommers Assocrahon in nogotiations with the Swte Lo fashion 2 suitabla solution 6 the celiceed
lapds controversy, with the Dest soludion simply being (he recognition that the lepdownoers hald
title to the edpe of the [ake, recopoizing that the reliceexl lamds will shrink in sice as the lake
remrns to stable levels, thereby rendering this contrgwersy relatively moot, and tECOENIZing
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farther that uses af the lands shall be consistent with historic vzes and the Mono Basin Scenic

Flan.

21 1n the alternarive, and with a plesdge to solve the maner amicably and reasonably, that the partes
shiruld negotiaes A solution as folaows:

ad  Title 1o the telisted linds is recognized as being in Jdispute:

b In spitc of dtle demunds, the edjacent owners will be ahle o use the relicted lands in & mannes:

coreistent with historie uses, Including the nse and naintenance of presently cxisting struchues
and vtilities logeied snd bullt in relivnee on deads.

2] Peoding o finel serleinent, the Steca should pormit interim manar lot [ine adjpsments which
recogise structuses and utilicies §n order to allow the landowners clear record tifle to the
sructurss and utithiyzs which serve their lands,

3] That u copy of this resolution shall be send to the following persens: Governor, State Lands

Cormission {Ditecror and Membersy Forast Service, Tufa Reserve, State Park:, Los Angele:

Diepartment of Water and Power, CalTreans, Atworpey Gensral, Mond Lake Commtoes,

Agsemblyaan Rizo Oller, Conpressman John Daolitde, Stte Senater Tim Leshe, Sensior Barbara
Boxer &nd Benator Diane Femsrem.

Approved and Adopted this Vth day of July, 1902, by the following vote of said board:

AYFES: Supervisors Farnett, lmwood, Lawrence, Honel and Rowan.
KNOES: ane,
ARSENT:  Mane.
ABETAIN:  Mene.

/é}fw

PAUL B, ROWAN, CHAIRVIAN

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COURTY OF MONO
|ATTLST: APPROVED AS TO FORM
“CIAHCT "-F-r'ELI S
Wﬂ.!‘ﬁ______
EY: ROBER T’ﬁ.. FEED, DEPUTY MARSHALL 5. RUDOLEH
COUNTY COUNSEL
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