


inter is here in the Mono Basin, though mildly. This issue’s cover™
‘photo, taken by Communications Assistant Arya Degenhardt,
captures a view of the lake from the Aeolian Buttes
on one of our few snowy days.
The start of the new year marks several changes here at the Committee. I've
taken o an exciting new position as Assistant Executive Director, and I'm

ﬁ MONQO L AK E looking forward to helping see restoration implemented, Mono’s protection

=0 0MMITTEETE assured, and the organization put on solid financial footing. I'll still be in Lee
Vining, now paying more attention to the overall operation and direction of
Mono Lake Office the Committee and a bit les§ to the p.roductioq o'f the Newsletter. For:tune}tgly,
Information Center and Bookstore Arya has done an excellent job working on this issue and, we hope, is willing
Highway 395 at Third Street to be drawn in even further. Look for her touch as you read this issue.
Post Office Box 29 On the pages that follow you’ll find reports on a number of 1998 activities,
Leep}’lfgg%ggilg‘;??gfﬁf“ ~ from Outdoor Experiences to the Century ride. But in addition to all that we
Los Angeles Office regularly do, 1999 promises the implementation of restoration plans long
322 Culver Blvd. : under development (see page 6). We’ll also be introducing a new member-
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Editor’s Note: On September 9, 1998,
Eldon Vestal, the man most knowledgable
about the historical condition of Mono’s
streams, passed away. In October Martha
Davis said the following at a service
celebrating his life.

here are people who stand tall in

our lives. People who are

honorable, courageous, and
kind. Who try to do the right thing in all
that they do. Who speak out when
something wrong is happening.

And by being who they are, they leave
this world a better place.

That is what Eldon Vestal did. He gave
to California a great gift—the opportu-
1ty to restore streams and fisheries in
5 state that have been devastated by

his integrity as a citizen and a profes-
sional fish biologist. And it is a story
that—if you have not heard it—you -
should know because it is a shining,
example of how much of a difference
one individual can make in this world.
I had the privilege of getting to know

Eldon and Ethel Vestal as part of the

effort to save Mono Lake. Eldon playéd a.

critical role both at the very begmnmg
and at the very end of that battle.

Eldon was one of the State’s first
professional fish and game biologists. He
worked in the Mono Basin from 1939 to
1950. Eldon knew Mono Lake’s streams
intimately and uvsed a fly rod fre-
quently—something he called “one of
the tools of the trade.” -

Eldon witnessed the construction of
the aqueduct in the Mono Basin by the
City of Los Angeles, and the start up of
water diversions. In 1941, Rush Creek—
the largest stream in the Mono Basin and

1 extraordinary German brown trout k
~ rery—had been reduced to a trickle of
water. So Eldon wrote a letter of protest

to the City of Los Angeles, asking that
the City leave some water in the stream

“Water diversions. It was a gift born out of _

1914-1998

by Martha Davis

Eldon explaining stream dynamics in 1991.

to support the fisheries as State law
required.

For his trouble, Eldon received from
Los Angeles a pointed suggestion that he
talk to his superiors at DFG, and his supe-
riors told him to mind his own business.
In 1950, Eldon was reassigned to another
district. And LA continued its water di-
versions unabated from the Mono Basin.

" The rest would be history if other
citizens had not stepped forward—this
time in the form of the Mono Lake
Committee—to try to save Mono Lake.
Lawsuits were filed and chased through
every court in the State. One of the cases,
led by the Committee’s ally California
Trout, challenged the legality of LA’s
water diversions from the Mono streams.
Ruling in the late 1980s, the courts
agreed with Eldon Vestal’s opinion from
40 years earlier—Los Angeles never had
the right to destroy the Mono Basin

fisheries by taking all of the water out of -

the streams.
But the pivotal moment in this lawsuit

~ came when the question was raised about
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A tnbute to Eldon Vestal

what should be done to undo the damage
to the streams caused by the City’s
diversions. Los Angeles’ entire legal
argument rested on the premise that no
one really knew what the streams and
fisheries had been like prior to the start
of LA’s water diversions.

Wrong. Eldon Vestal knew.

So in the end I believe that it was fated’
that our attorneys would one day show
up at Eldon’s home—actually, more
accurately, at Eldon’s garage. ;

When Eldon first spoke to our attor-
neys, he allowed as he might have some
information that could help document the
pre-diversion conditions of the streams:
So the attorneys were not prepared. for
what they ultimately saw in Eldon’s
garage: stacks upon stacks of dusty
boxes holding Fldon’s copious notes,
records, and photographs on the Mono
Basin streams. He had kept everything-—
except, as Eldon later apologized—his -
daily records.

When I first heard about this gold
mine of information, my immediate
thought was that his wife, Ethel, was a
saint. In this day, who would be willing
to keep—even in their garage—boxes
upon boxes of documents that were
almost half a century old?

Our attorneys asked Eldon if he had
been back to the Mono Basin since 1950

- to see the changes in the streams. Eldon

said no. So he journeyed back to Mono
Lake in 1990, his first visit in forty years.
And he wept. Let me read to you what he
said on the witness stand: “I wasn’t
prepared for what I found. In all my years
as a fisheries biologist I’ve never seen a
scene that was so devastating. The
terrible incision, the frightful effects of
flooding, erosion. And I thought ... it took
thousands of years to build this habitat
but just a short time in the life of man to
destroy all this. I was a little choked.”

Eldon became the star witness both'in

" continued on page 22
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An interview with Jeff Bailey

New Forest Supervisor joins the Inyo

Editor’s note: Last May, Jeff Bailey
became the new Forest Supervisor of the
1.9-million-acre Inyo National Forest.
On October 30th Bailey met with staff at
the Mono Lake Committee Information
Center. This follow-up interview by
Policy Director Heidi Hopkins begins a
new phase in the long standing
relationship between the Committee and
the Inyo National Forest. Bailey brings
extensive experience in wilderness
management, winter sports
administration, and special use permits.
Since 1977 he has held Forest Service
positions in Idaho, Colorado, and
Washington, DC. He should feel right at
home here in the Eastern Sierra as he
enjoys horseback riding; Nordic and
alpine skiing, hiking, and backpacking.

S
Among the skills and experience you =
bring to the Inyo National Forest,

what do you see as most helpful to
managing issues in the Mono Basin
Scenic Area?

Well, there was a time in my life when
I was in charge of the Arapaho National
Recreation Area in Colorado. There were
water-based recreation:opportunities, and
we had four lakes that we were respon-
sible for. It is very similar recreation, we
were very: concerned about maintaining
and protecting the scenic quality of the
area, and that was written right into the
law. So I think there is direct application,
most all of my experience has been in
recreation. '

When I was a district ranger I had a
district that managed water resources for
recreation purposes, and it was a huge
recreation district, one of the biggest in
both Colorado and the US. So I think
that my background fits very nicely. I'm

 also extremely strong in wilderness
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management, and in an area called the
Lands Program or Real Estate Program,
where we authorize projects under
special use permits. As a district ranger 1
was responsible for all of the resource
management issues, not just recreation
and wilderness, and I think that it helped
me to understand a broad array of
resource issues.

When I was in Washington, DC fora
period of time I worked on congression-
ally designated areas. National Scenic
Areas, National Recreation Areas,
Wilderness Areas, and Wild and Scenic
River Areas are all part of that equation.
I was basically the number two person in:
the United States working on those .
issues, so I think the Inyo fits me well—I1
think I have a senpsitivity and an under-
standing of at least some of the issues
that the area is facing.
S
What do you see as the relationship

between the Scenic Area and the Inyo
National Forest as a whole?

It is an integral part of the forest, by
which I mean they are inseparably

- connected. I think what is important is

that we are worried about protecting the
scenic quality not just, of course, in the
Mono Lake area but across the entire
National Forest with Highway 395,
which is a Scenic Highway, going right
through portions of it. We have millions

- of visitors who go up towards Yosemite

and one of the big things we do as an
agency is try to provide beautiful settings
for people to enjoy whether they are
directly recreating in them or passing
through them. That is a huge role and
responsibility that we have, and I think
we’re up to the task. I also think that
there has to be continued integration of

4

the Scenic Area with the management of
the Inyo National Forest, if nothing more
than the ability to share resources. We
have tremendously qualified and excel- -
lent specialists that have forest-wide
responsibilities, including the basin, and
those are the hydrologists, archeologists;, -
soil scientists, wildlife biologists, and
fisheries biologists. I think that is the -
strength of including the management of
the Mono Basin with the expertise that
we have across the forest.

0
Realizing that you’re just getting started
here, what is your current vision for the
Scenic Area and what are you goals for
its management?

My vision would be that we maintéin
and protect the high visual quality that

.we currently have and look for opportu-

nities to improve the visual quality. Also,
my vision is that we operate in a very
open and collaborative way, bringing in -
as many and varied members of the
public as we can. I think one of our
challenges is going to be that it is not too
difficult to bring in the people that have a
very local interest, but we must also try
to bring in those people that have a more
national interest or regional intereét,
regional meaning California, Nevada, or
larger scale. This is the vision that I’ve
shared in collaboration with our existing
Forest Service team. ‘
S
Recreation is an important element of
the Eastern Sierra because of the many
available opportunities and because it is
an important basis for the regional
economy. What recreation issues do y¢
see arising in the Scenic Area and wh
will be your guiding principles in
addressing those issues?




‘ is that, as the

t%, there are

Well, one of the things that we are
challenged with is providing recreational
facilities—a case in point is the South
Tufa Area. As you know, we’re strug-
gling with the level of development
there. We need to be able to get people in
to enjoy and appreciate the Scenic Area
by providing the infrastructure to support
them and at the same time not compro-
mising the scenic value for which the
area was created. I know that this topic is
véry near and dear to your heart, and it is
to ours too; it

.
_What role do you see for science in

Jforest management?

I think it is incredibly important. We
as an agency have been utilizing the best
available science almost since we were
created. What we are finding is that the
actual scientists that we have, who work
in a different branch of the Forest
Service, the research branch, are moving
out of the laboratory and providing more

direct help to us. Our

is something planning effort for the
’ €€ - Sierra Nevada
:il;litnvgfic: . i y ou have Framework for
balance. Conservation is a
®
meover | Hoth science and o vV
item that have a team of

comes to mind

e level goes

going to be
either new
demands
placed on the
lake, or
demands
returning that
were there ‘
previously
before the lake
level went
down. I’m thinking about motorized
recreation on the lake, potential marina
operations. I think we’re going to see
people, if you will, coming back to the
lake to recreate that maybe previously,
had left because the water levels were
low. I think that is going to create in
some ways opportunities, .and other ways
issues, that we’re go'mg to need to deal
with as a community of interests. We
really need to think about how to address

)se issues that will be on our doorstep.
““16 me that is 2 big challenge that is in -
front of us.

‘values that
you’re vdealing |
with Outzthere, |
‘and they are
both lmportant ?

scientists who are
working right with us
in developing the
Environmental Impact
Statement. Connie.
‘Millar, who was with
the Pacific Southwest
Experiment Station,
spends her summers
in the Mono Basin
area conducting
' research and provid-
ing help to the forest.
I think it is ex-
tremely critical that
we use all of the science that we have.
One of the things that you and I had
talked about previously is that even after
you have all of the science that is

possible, you still get issues. How do you

define scenic quality? It becomes almost
a value judgement For one person this is
scenically beautiful, to another person
that is scenically beautiful. That is where
you have to place some level of defini-
tion to it, and as soon as you begin to do
that some people will see it in a different
way. Science in many cases doesn’t help
us very much in trying to get to those
value judgements. It is like the wilder- -

ness plan draft that we have out on the
street, where there is an issue of how
many encounters with others constitutes
a violation of your solitude, so to speak,
and it becomes a value thing. One person
could say, “if I don’t see anybody, well
then, that is what I’m looking for,” and
another might say, “if I see 10 people -
then I can tolerate that,” so it becomes .
judgmental in a Way.vTo get at those of
things we do have social scientists that -
help us arrive at some general param-
eters, but it still always seems to get
down to some pretty tough judgement
calls that science sometimes helps us
with and sometimes doesn’t. In the end,
you have both science and values that
you’re dealing with out there and they
are both important. :
N
What do you see as the biggest
challenge or challenges facing the Inyo,
particularly as they might relate to the
Mono Basin?

If T had to pick one I’d have to say -
budget, quite frankly. We’re really .
struggling with how to make ends meet,

- how to get enough resources. To that

end, what we're looking at are lots of
creative ways such as the Fee Demo. The
Mono Basin has a Fee Demo Program,
which we're really taking a close look at
to see if it is accomplishing the objec-
tives we want. We’re also going to be -
looking strongly at partnerships and I
think what the MLC can bring to the
equation is extremely important. I think
we’re going.to be looking across the
board at other possible partnerships that
can really help us to stretch the doliars
that we have. I think that the relationship
with the State Parks is a partnership that
we can grow and nurture because
together we can do a lot more than
individually, and that is really what it is
all about, =% '
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Restoration ahead!

In December, the Department of Water
and Power released its draft implementa-
tion plan for stream and waterfow]
habitat restoration. The plan pulls the -
Water Board’s various restoration
directives since 1994 into a single
administrative document that specifies
timelines and procedures for implement-
ing restoration. In essence, the imple-
mentation plan serves as a workplan for
DWP—and a guiding document for the
Committee to watchdog progress and
contribute directly as needed. It is
encouraging to see dates set for things
such as channel rewatering, revegetation,
aerial photography, and the web page
that will make real-time monitoring data
available on the Internet in 1999, The
Committee is currently submitting
comments on the plan. -

USFS tests water use. at . .

County Ponds :

This past summer and fall, the Forest
Service experimented with filling County
Ponds as freshwater habitat for migrating
birds. The County Ponds were identified -
in the recent State Water Resources
Control Board decision on restoration as
an important area to rewater for water- .
fowl habitat. ‘

County Ponds are natural depressions
on Mono’s north shore, part of a predi-
version lagoon system to the east of
Black Point. Historically, excess irriga-
tion water from the DeChambeau Ranch
(water diverted from Mill Creek) was
directed down to these depressions.
When the lake level dropped and when
irrigation ceased, the ponds dried up.

The Forest Service opened ditches and
installed temporary pipes to improve and
control water delivery to the two ponds. .
The west pond filled easily; the east
pond proved more difficult to fill. Water
intended for the east pond seeped
underground and appeared again in a

~ Policy updates

' marsh area lakewards of the pond.

The results of these tests will help the
Forest Service determine what, if
anything, needs to be done with the
ponds to make them serviceable for
waterfowl. This fall, ducks were ob-
served using the ponds. ‘

If the Forest Service finds a way to fill -
both County Ponds, it will bring the
number of freshwater ponds in the area
up to six.

" Wiser washers

Washing machines have become the
single largest user of water in homes
today. While energy- and water-efficient
washing machines have been in use in

Europe for years, they are relatively new.
to the United States. These machines—
also called horizontal access washers—
are said to be softer on your clothes,
saving on wear and tear as well. ,
The Los Angeles Department of Water
and Power is offering a $300 rebate to'its
customers who buy the new machines.
The Department expects the washers to
use half the water and notably less
energy than their older counterparts.
Other water agencies are likely to follow
suit, particularly if they start hearing
from their customers. If you are in
DWP’s service area, call 800-544-4498.
If not, call your water agency and ask for
their conservation program officer and
put in a request for a rebate program.

New toilets at

T his fall, vault toilets were installed
at South Tufa, Mono’s most
heavily visited site. These are the first of
several improvements planned for the
area under a plan issued by the U.S. -
Forest Service in 1993. :
Funding for improvements in the
South Tufa area comes in part from fees
collected at the Forest Service Visitor
Center as well as at South Tufa. A re-
ported 80% of fees collected go directly
backto the area where they are collected
for development of facilities, interpre-
tive programs, and other purposes.
Because five years have gone by

South Tufa

since the original decision on South
Tufa improvements, the Committee has
requested that the Forest Service hold a
public meeting to explain the rest of the
planned improvements and consider
public comment. With the new toilets in
place, it’s easier to-see exactly how the
experience at South Tufa will change
with infrastructure “upgrades.”

Our concern about the scale of South
Tufa improvements was heightened
when the Forest Service installed six
toilets instead of the four called for in
the 1993 decision:

Mono Lake Newsletter




East shore stories

Mono Lake’s water conservation lesson for Cahforma

ometime last winter, maybe
during a raging windstorm, a
section of boardwalk broke loose
from County Park or Old Marina and
journeyed 13 miles across Mono Lake,
dodging Negit and Paoha Islands before
making landfall on the opposite shore- -
line. Salt encrusted, and saturated with
alkaline water, its 100-pound mass
skidded across the flooded salt grass
propelled by storm surge and an unre-
lenting wind. In April,
1998 it rested several
yards from the edge of
Mono Lake.
There are many
interesting stories like
-this, some unintentional
 insequences of a lake on
“the rise, a few anecdotal,
one very significant, with
. great implications for the
future of water use in
California. Twenty years -
ago as the struggle to
protect Mono Lake began,
no one could have
imagined that Los
Angeles would emerge as.
one of the most savvy urban water users
in the entire United States.
With the national average for residen-
“tial water consumption standing at 180
gallons per person per day—indoor and
outdoor use combined—Los Angeles
citizens are some of the most efficient
water users in the state. According to -
Department of Water and Power figures,
Los Angeles residents use 135 gallons per
person per day. With the recent wet years
(which often allow people to become -~
more casual about water use) this is an
impressive statistic. The City’s water use
is pérhaps the lowest among California’s .
< ‘ajor urban populations, edging out per
o cap1ta water consumption in many Bay
Area communities while staying well
below cities like Fresno and Sacramento.

by Bartshe Miller

. This amazing accomplishment has as
much to do with the struggle to protect
Mono Lake as the lessons of the last
drought. The Mono Lake Committee
helped provide replacement water for
past Mono Basin diversions, and public :
relations, adept lobbying, astute
strategizing, and education became
important water conservation tools.
Drought demonstrated just how much
the City could save through conservation

Photo by Bartshe Miller

efforts. In 1990; dunng the height of the
1988-1993 drought, the Department of
Water and Power launched mandatory
water rationing. The city cut water use
up to 30% in 1991 with simple water

conservation. With ongoing conservation '
- efforts, like the continued distribution of

ultra low-flush toilets (ULFTs) and other
institutional efforts, the water saved
during future droughts could be even
more substantial. Even now, total

-residential use is nearly 20% lower than

it was in the 1980s, and with the con-
stantly 1ncreasmg population of LA, this
is an amazing statistic. You can still
occasionally spot people hosing off
sidewalks and driveways, but this is far
less common than it once was, and odds
are, it’s an indication of who has moved

to LA since the last drought. . .

Saving water through water reclama-
tion is another consequence of the Mono
Lake success. A deal struck between the
State, the City of Los Angeles, and the .. -
Mono Lake Committee in 1993 targeted
state funds to develop a water reclamation
plant in Los Angeles’ San Fernando
Valley. The East Valley water reclamation
plant will soon return 35,000 acre feet of
recycled water a year to the local aquifer, -
replenishing groundwater
supplies. And Central and -
West Basin’s existing water
reclamation facility in El
Segundo already recycles 50
million gallons of tertiary-
treated wastewater from Los
Angeles’ Hyperion plant.
Each day, water from the El
Segundo plant is available -
for groundwater recharge
and commercial and
industrial use, replacing
traditional uses of fresh
water. These projects and
others coming on line make
Southern California the
national leader in water
reclamation. Not only is water reclama-
tion offsetting diversions from the Mono
Basin, but it is reducing the amount of
treated sewage being dumped into the
Santa Monica Bay.

Los Angeles, and in fact all of South-
ern California, has dramatically reduced
consumption compared to twenty years
ago when efforts to.protect Mono Lake
were just beginning. The distribution of
ULFTs, development of water reclama-
tion facilities, and the water industry’s
increasing realization that conservation
and reclamation actually work have

grown from the struggle to protect Mono-

Lake and the hard lessons of drought.
The southern third of the state is often
blamed for a host of modern frustrations,
continued on page 22
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Outdoor Education at Mono Lake

A Los Angeles partnership turns five

Outdoor Expenences group Igles:a Poder de DIOS from Reseda enjoying Rush Creek as part
of their exploration of the Mono Basin.

3

Department of Water and Power General Manager David Freeman (right)
recently visited the Commiittee’s Lee Vining office with DWP staff members
Jerry Gewe (second from right) and Glenn Singley (left). They joined with
Outdoor Experiences Coordinator Mike Klapp (second from left) to announce
a three-year agreement for the educational use of Cain Ranch.
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T his past summer the Mono Lake
Committee’s Outdoor Experiences
program (OE) had its biggest year yet!
Ten Los Angeles area groups and one
local Eastern Sierra group each spent up
to one week in the Mono:Basin camp-
ing, hlklng, and learning about the
source of Los Angeles’ water. Groups
included the Los Angeles Conservation
Corps, Watts Labor Community Action -
Committee, Mothers of East Los
Angeles, Asian American Drug Abuse
Program, Korean Youth and Community
Center, and others!

The Outdoor Experiences program is
focused on watershed education through
the use of muscle-powered outdoor
recreation. Entering its sixth year, the
Outdoor Experiences program owes it
success to the unique partnership
between the Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power, Mono Lake Commit-
tee; and Los Angeles community
organizations. Important funding has
come from Southern California Edison,
ARCO Foundation, Executive Partners
in Environmental Resource Training

' Inc., and from contribuﬁons by Mono

Lake Committee members. The young
people that participate in the Outdoor
Experiences program are typically
associated with water conservation
programs in Los Angeles, reside in
inner-city communities, and rarely have
the opportunity to travel beyond the Los
Angeles area.

The Committee’s OF team is lookmg
forward to 1999 and the possibility of
making new connections in Los Ange-
les, improving program activities, and
building on the success of the last five
years. If you would like more informa-
tion on this exciting program, would
like to contribute, or can suggest group:
that might be interested, please contact
Bartshe Miller (bartshe @monolake.org),
Education Director, at 760-647-6595. =%
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wenty years. Twenty years of

commitment, dedication,

perseverance, and hard work.
Most of us know the story of how a
handful of students saw the magic of
Mono Lake and couldn’t walk away
from the threats to its future. And now,
we’ve achieved a level of protection for
the lake, which is nine feet higher than in
1978 when the Mono Lake Committee
was formed. What a wonderful reason
for a celebration! :

So this year’s Restoration Days took
on special significance as we celebrated
the MLLC’s 20th Anniversary.

The four-day weekend was full of
things to do, and all events were well
ttended even with the inclement
ather. Very special thanks go to Nancy -
ampson and Sharon Dillon of Lee
Vining High School for allowing us to
move our Friday evening kickoff “Music
in the Park” to the school gym. Even
though the rain moved us inside, it didn’t
dampen the enthusiasm! People brought .
picnics and danced, chatted with old
friends, and bought goodies being sold
by the Lee Vining sixth grade class.

From then on the weekend was full
speed ahead with workshops, hikes,

Restoration Days bird walk at County
Park.

~

by Kay Ogden

tours, and get-togethers.

While the Saturday tradition of the
Rehydration Ceremony and Annual
Meeting remained, both have taken on
new meanings in recent years. At this

Dave Carle and Frances Spivy-Weber try to
predict the coming year’s lake level at the
Rehydration Ceremony.

year’s Rehydration Ceremony, our
pilgrimage from the parking area to the
shore took only a few minutes, and we
stood with water at our ankles where
only dust had been in the past. Many of
those who attended shared personal
stories of what had brought them to the

- lake, and how things have changed over

the years.

Former Committee Executive Director
Martha Davis emotionally, spoke of once
again seeing phalaropes at the Rehydra-
tion Ceremony. Helen and Paul Green
recounted their many trips to Mono’s
shore, and shared how this year was a
celebration for them, too. Rich Howe
was mentioned because, although he
could not stay for Restoration Days, he

_ had ridden his bike from Mojave to the

lake, a reminder of past Bike-A-Thons

20th Anniversary celebrated by all

from Los Angeles to Mono Lake.

State Ranger David Carle recalled his
forecast at last year’s ceremony as to
where this year’s shoreline would be and
he helped us mark a spot where we
thought the water would be next year.
The shoreline has changed so much that
it was harder than you might think to
find our prediction spots from last year.
We all tried to get better bearings for our
1999 predictions!

Afterward, the group made its way to
County Park for the Annual Meeting and
the 20th Anniversary Celebration. We

“heard stories from current Committee

staff members, past interns, scientists,
Board Members, staff, Bike-A-Thoners,
researchers, and friends. We also shared
laughter, and shed some tears for those
who were not with us for the celebration,
especially David Gaines.

The Mono Lake Committee’s goals for
Restoration Days were notonly to
celebrate, but also to help people
understand more about this remarkable
place we all care so deeply about. With
this in mind, here are a few stories from
people who participated in the weekend.

[ e

“To Fran and The Mono Lake Staff,
What a magical weekend celebrating our’
20th Anniversary of SAVE MONO LAKE .
with you all— It was a joy and an
inspiration to spend this many days with
you dedicated and hard working people.

* We had a great time getting to know you
and learned soooo much about your

special place. (We thought we knew it!)
Thank you for a memorable time in

our elder years. We vividly remember

coming to.a hearing at Lee Vining High
School one winter day for Mono Lake
after dropping our girls at June Lake for
ski lessons, many years ago.”

Virginia and Bill Hilker of Redondo
Beach

i .
“We loved wading through Rush and

Winter 1999
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Lee Vining creeks, thigh-high at times,

counting willows (some of which we had

helped to plant in previous years),
learning about what works and what
doesn’t work in stream restoration. It
was great to see that the creek channels

have a definite plan of their own if given

enough stream flow. How much fun it
would be to take the same walk every

month and watch the progress. Searching

for pines and cottonwood higher up the
banks was like a very special “Easter
egg” hunt. We gloried in the ones that

made it, mourned the dried twigs that

succumbed. We can't wait for next year. -

The Restoration Days are the hzgh point

in our trip to the Mono Basin. Thanks for

organizing them.

Restoration Days were a spirit revival
experience! ‘Channeling’ became a real -

life event, not just for the creeks. We
really can make a difference if we try.”
Helen and Paul Green of Berkeley
& ‘ ’
Several Lee Vining businesses get a
special “Thanks!” for giving discounts

_over the weekend— Best Western

Lakeview Lodge, Nicely’s, and the Tioga
Lodge. Also, Bill and Serena Banta
donated the use of their moveable fire
ring for our campfire and s’mores at
South Tufa on Sunday night.

The date for this year’s Restoration
Days is Labor Day Weekend, September
3 through 6. '

Kay Ogden is the Committee’s
Marketing Director. She’s trying her -
hand at Italian cooking this winter. =%

S ince I started working for
the Mono Lake Commit-
tee in 1995, I’ve been lucky
enough to get to know the
‘Mono Basin streams well. I've
also coordinated all of the
Committee’s tree planting and
watering projects since that
time.

Last summer I held the sea-
sonal position of Canoe Pro-
gram Coordinator, and T spent
very little time along the
streams. It was a real treat to

Creek on Sunday of the Committee’s
20th Anniversary Restoration Days
weekend (thanks to canoe expert
Michelle Hofmann for covering the
canoe tours for me).

The day started at-the Information
Center, where a few:familiar faces
gathered to help with restoration
work—not hard labor, but data gather-
ing. Botanist Mark Bagley first took us
to an overlook and described some of
the past restoration work. Then we
headed down to Lee Vining Creek to
begin work.

In spring 1995, over 1500 trees
were planted in the deforested area
along Lee Vining Creek, and in Sep-
tember 1995 1 tried to find them all.

SR
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spend an entire day walking Lee Vining

Of the ones I had found, 70% of the -
Jeffrey pines were surviving, and so
were just over 50% of the cotton-
woods and willows, which was a
surprisingly good survival rate. Now,
three years later, we would try to find
these, and tally their survival.

We broke into two groups and began
counting. At certain places it was hard
to distinguish between trees planted in
1995, trees planted in other years, and
natural regrowth. They looked so
different from three years ago—some
cottonwoods were 8-10 feet tail!

I had been wondering for three
years about how the trees were doing,
and I finally found out. There were
more surviving than I expected—a
pleasant surprise!

SEEGNR S
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Restorat:on team tallies tree surwval

by Greg Reis

After lunch (thanks to Bill
and Virginia Hilker, who
generously fed me, summer
intern Bill Lickiss, and
volunteer Clyde Underwood), {
Mark Bagley gave a talk on
riparian vegetation. During this
talk I was able to count more
trees planted in 1995, and

- afterwards, while everyone
enjoyed Dave Herbst’s talk, I
made my way back to Lee
Vining, counting along the
way.

‘We managed to count all of the areas
that were planted in 1995 west of the
main channel. Of those surviving the
first summer, 59% of the Jeffrey pines
survived, 86% of the cottonwoods, and
74% of the willows—a total of 381
trees! This well-established forest was.
made possible by our members, our
staff, volunteers, youth groups from
LA, Lee Vining school children,
biologist Scott English, and coopera-

‘tion and funding from LADWP. Thank
you all for both your support and your
hard work! Working together we can
restore the health of the Mono Basin!

Greg Reis is the Committee’s Websi
Information Specialist. He’s spreading
the word about sustainability this winter.
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G reat weather and excellent riding
greeted cyclists for the Third

Annual High Sierra Fal! Century, held
this past September 12! Three hundred
riders came from all over the West to ride
in the beautiful Eastern Sierra and to help
celebrate the Mono Lake Committee’s
20th Anniversary.

For the second year in a row, the Mono
Lake Committee worked with the Sierra

.Cycle Foundation to organize and
- promote the 100-mile bike ride. The

number of participants is increasing each

-year, and so is the number of new people

hearing about Mono Lake and the Mono
Lake Committee. The Mono Craters rest
stop, with its incredible views of Mono
Lake, was stocked with food, drinks and
plenty of Mono Lake information.
Committee staff and Executive Director
Frarices Spivy-Weber were stationed
along the course ready to answer ques-
tions about Mono Lake and help support
the riders throughout the day.

At the finish of the ride cyclists rested
under a tent, swam in the pool, ate great
food, listened to music, and talked about
their day. Here are a few of their com-
ments:

“... Stunning scenery ... almost no

Century cycling

by Kay Ogden

traffic — one of the two or three best
rides of my life!! ... and in support of the
Mono Lake Committee; keep up the good
work.” Jim Cope ,
Pl

“Everyone thought the ride was
excellent ... We’re all experienced riders
and have done many rides like this. The
event you put on ranks with the best we
have participated in. You’re very well

- organized and we would be hard pressed

to recommend any changes or improve-
ments.” Garry Giem
3
“Thanks for the best supported, best
planned, and the most scenic century
course I have ever ridden. The courtesy
of the staff, and the abundance of =
munchies at all the rest stops was far
more than expected.” Len Fernandes
P24
“I really enjoyed the ride! The sag
support was absolutely wonderful. This
was the Best Ride I’ve been on ... will
recommend it to all my friends for next
year.” Sally Gottlieb
w3
So ... if you haven’t made one of the
rides yet ... start training for this year’s
Century Ride on September 18th! =%

ddopy jprya1w Aq o3oyd

MLC Executive Director Frances Splvy-Weber vqunteer extrordmalre George
Tredick, and Education Director Bartshe Miller talk to cyclists at the end of

the 100 mile bike ride.
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= Mono Basin Journal =

A roundup of less political events at Mono Lake
by Geoffrey McQuilkin

he things that go unseen in - -

- the Mono Basin are some
times:small, sometimes vast. The
hawk snatching a deer mouse from
the sagebrush, a tree growing in .
the sun, a moment’s flare of color
at sunset. And most times they
happen just around the corner,
down by the creek, over the top of -
a'hill, around the back of a
mountain peak.

Such was an early winter storm
that threatened bad weather yet
only delivered gusty winds. and a-:
brief sprinkle of rain to town. But
that was in town; a bit.further
away the wind howled over the
Sierra crest as clouds wrapped Mt.
Conness, visiblity went from miles
to feet in minuteys, and snow
stacked up ankle high on bare
ground. Blowing almost horizon-

tally on the ridge, the frozen flakes
blasted over granite crags and then
abruptly began to trace lazy spirals
in the calm lee of the mountain.
Just another fall day in the
mountains.

The winter hasn’t quite fol-
lowed through from that begin-
ning, though, and ice gripping the
creekside boulders is perhaps the
best reminder we have of the
season, as.snow is hard to find.

But every winter creates its own ..
sights; snow or not. A stream of
still days has allowed a thin crust -

. of ice to form at the western edge *

-of the lake. The delicate floes shift
and move about, stacking up on
each other, building ever changing

sky. One day later, it’s all different
again. N

a8ag pAsy Aq ozoyg

Photo by John W. Hodgkin
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The view from the top of Black Point looking east toward the The islets and much less exposed lakebed in- November of 1998.
Negit Islets and the exposed landbridge with the lake level at  Lake level at 6384 feet, eight feet higher!
6376 feet in October of 1977.
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Lakewatch

I think that last year’s El Nifio spoiled
us. This fall, everyone is asking what
kind of winter it will be—expecting an
accurate prediction. Unfortunately, El
Nifios as strong as last year’s are rare;
therefore rarely can such accurate long-
term climate predictions be made.

There is, however, a climate pattern
associated with the moderate La Nifia
we are currently experiencing. La Nifia
is a term that refers to unusually cold sea
surface temperatures in the equatorial
Pacific. During this type of event,
rainfall is generally below normal in the
southern US and in California—
especially Southern California. On the
her hand, the Pacific Northwest is
erally wetter than normal, with
prempltatlon in the normal range falling
somewhere in between the two regions.
What does this mean for Mono Lake
which lies in that middle zone? Well,
maybe a dryer than average winter—or

b maybe not.

Don’t worry about the weather

lust keep conservmg water

Thanks to the past four wet winters,
Mono Lake has risen nearly ten vertical -
feet. At today’s 6,384.2 feet, it is well
ahead of schedule on its rise to 6,392 feet
above sea level. The streams have been
full, and floods have brought new life
into riparian areas. DWP’s diversions
have remained low enough that each year
Grant Lake Reservoir has spilled, giving
Rush Creek higher flows—rmnore like the
natural flow pattern and just what the

.stream needs to restore itself.

Larger inflows to the lake have caused
salinity to drop, alkali fly habitat to
increase, the Negit Islets to be protected
from predators, dust storms todécr‘ease,

lake-fringing lagoons to-increase, and the

walk to the lake to shorten. Meromixis *

has set in, a condition whose impacts on -

gull productivity will receive research
attention this year. In short, we’ve got a -
little breathing room.

Droughts are a natural occurrence, but
we are dealing with an ecosystem

by Greg Reis

stressed from artificial drought and the
natural resilience of the lake and streams‘
has been reduced. A ten-year drought
now would have much more serious
consequences than it would have had
back in 1940. We have a small buffer for:
drought, but that buffer will grow as
Mono Lake approaches 6,392.

Thanks to the hard work of the Monio
Lake Committee and others over the last
20 years, we have the luxury of not
having to dread dry years as much.
California and Mono Lake are more -
drought resistant than they were 20 years:
ago. Thanks to the Water Board decision,,
there are strict rules in place that will
raise Mono Lake to 6,392—in spite of a :
drought or two along the way. And in -

_.another 20 years, if we stay vigilant and
-continue to work as hard as before, we
~will continue to have this luxury: the

luxury to say, “Don’t worry about the
weather, just keep conserving water.” —8":

... and more Benchmarks

View of the shoreline at the site of the Old Marina during the
summer of 1982. Lake level: 6372.4

.,
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The Old Marma shoreline at lake level 6384.3. See what an
11.9 foot rise can do!
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- Naturalist notes

.-A'_Mono Basin chronicle

cut banks, and larger point bars, evidence of the work of the high spring flows ...

g

10 ducklings ... 170 male, female, and immature yellow-headed blackbirds share a pond with

an American coot and two chicks as well as a female gadwall and her nine young ... and of
course, Wilson’s phalaropes ... gathering one evening are three Bonaparte’s gulls in winter plumage ...

. great blue herons ... black-crowned night herons ... white faced ibises ... northern shovelers ... the fall
Shorebird Count uncovers some local treasures ... three brants ... a short-eared owl and 31 Baird’s sandpipers on the northeast
shore ... 48 species of birds and 10,594 individuals in one day ... rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus nauseosus) finally starting to
paint the basin yellow with its bright bloom ... a solitary solitary sandpiper ... dozens of hummingbird moths pollinating the
bouncing bet (Saponaria officinalis) along Lee Vining Creek ... and crickets loud enough to be heard all the way along the
creek trail.

September: bear tracks out in the Jeffrey pine forest ... a red-naped sapsucker hanging around the high school for Restora-
tion Days ... pied-billed grebes, western grebes, and the first of the eared grebes to venture towards South Tufa while bats dart
above heads and through the groves ... Sabine’s gull sighted at various locations on the north shore ... an immature bald eagle at
Bridgeport Reservoir ... an immature wood duck in June Lake ... saw-whet owls calling out by the craters ... a lazuli bunting -

north shore ... new snow covers Mt. Wood to Koip Peak and dusts Mt. Dana as well ... Tioga Pass is open ... closed ... open ...
closed ... open ... and the 1.4 inches of precipitation we’ve had down here is doublé the average for this time of year ... winds
are picking up and the lake is taking on its silver-blue winter hue ... California-gulls hanging around with that solitary Sabine’s
gull, killdeer, eared grebes, American coots, and a flock of terns down along Rush Creek ... a bobcat and over 100 pinon jays
spotted by a school group out at Panum Crater. ' o , ‘ ’
October: kayaking along the west shore uncovers many eared grebes and ruddy ducks ... springs well up healthily from
below the water’s surface between Mill and Wilson creeks ... and a piece of the County Park boardwalk most likely swept away
by rising water’s found stranded out to the east ... an albino eared grebe ... a sora hiding amongst the willows by the boardwalk
.. the striking fall colors are reflected in the glassy waters of the lake as patches of aspen light up in a brilliant display of color
signaling the coming of winter ... a sharp-shinned hawk harassing flickers at Old Marina ... leaves aré falling rapidly due to.
cold temperatures making for a short but sweet set of colors ... ants processing woody debris left behind in the avalanche chites
above Old Marina ... evening grosbeaks and Clark’s nutcrackers feeding on pine nuts above Log Cabin Mine amongst the
lodgepole (Pinus contorta) and whitebark (Pinus albicaulis) pines ... blue grouse up by Lee Vining peak ... five bighorn rams ™
spotted from the summit before a storm. ‘ ‘ : . s '
November: two wood ducks in the pond along DeChambeau Creek at Simis Ranch ... two female white-headed wood-
peckers out at Indiana Summit ... Tioga Pass closed November sixth by the first significant winté; storm of the season ... a
loggerheaded shrike hanging out by Lee Vining Creek ... eared grebes in the thousands along the west shore seem to gravitate
towards offshore springs ... days later their numibers more than quadruple ... while some California gulls are still sticking -
around ... high winds bring cold snows and patchy clear skies for the Leonid meteor showers ... a flock of snow geese
off in the distance by “Gaines Island” were really S Lo : -
something to see.. . Dol L
December: a red-tailed hawk spotted
multiple times down at the crossing of Lee -
