2022 Mono Lake Level Forecast

Prepared by the Mono Lake Committee, April 1, 2022

It is the third year of California’s ongoing drought. At Mono Lake the past runoff year was
classified as “Dry” and due to very dry weather conditions throughout most of the year,
Mono Lake fell 1.4 feet to 6379.9 feet above sea level by April 1, 2022.

April 1 is the start of the 2022-2023 runoff year; DWP’s preliminary runoff classification

is for a “Dry” year type. The graph below shows the range of likely Mono Lake elevations
for April 1, 2022 to March 31, 2023. The range of projections is produced by the Mono
Lake Committee’s modeling of hydrologic sequences using some of the driest years in the
historical record.

This forecast shows that the most probable lake level, with 1990 climate, for March 31,
2023, is 6378.7 feet above sea level.
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* State Water Board mandated lake level to protect Mono Lake: 6392 feet above sea level.

* Lake level rise from April 1, 2022 needed to achieve the mandated level: 12.1 feet.

» 6380 triggers reduction in DWP’s surface water exports from 16,000 to 4,500 acre-
feet this year—a limitation designed to slow further decline of the lake level.
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Mono Lake Elevation (feet above sea level)

Mono Lake Surface Elevation

12.1 vertical feet below State Water Board mandated level

6428 LADWP Diversions begin, 1941
lake level: 6417’ .
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ca12 Estimated Mono Lake level without LADWP diversions
41

April 1, 2022 lake level: 6379.9'

6408 12.1' short of mandated level

State Water Board-mandated

healthy lake level: 6392’ \

6392 —————————— _— - - . . . . . \ e . .

6404
6400

6396
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mandates lake rise to

healthy level \
6376 Lowest lake level: 6372’

45 vertical feet and half —

6372 of lake volume lost —— > <«——— Extremely low lake levels imperil California
Gull nesting colony
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