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			2020 Lake level forecast report: Mono Lake to drop over a foot this runoff year
	Arya, Communications Director
	July 8, 2020
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We wouldn’t blame you if you missed the April 1 start of the 2020–2021 runoff year this year. Since it’s such an important date for Mono Lake, we made sure to read the lake level gauge with Los Angeles Department of Water & Power staff (physically-distanced, of course), and the lake measured 6382.6 feet above sea level.




[image: Two people stand on the rocky gray beach in front of a white truck which says "water and power". The sky is blue and cloudless and the water is bright blue.]On April 1, 2020 Los Angeles Department of Water & Power and Mono Lake Committee staff safely read the lake level gauge. The result: 6382.6 feet above sea level. Photo by Bartshe Miller.




With this number in hand, both the Mono Lake Committee and DWP look at snowpack numbers, similar past years, and a veritable river of other hydrological statistical data, and each come up with a lake level forecast for the runoff year.




While DWP’s forecast is for only a 0.6-foot drop in lake level, there is evidence that its runoff forecast based on the April snowpack is too high, making the lake level projection too optimistic. Unfortunately, the Mono Lake Committee’s 2020 lake level forecast is for a 1.2-foot net fall in lake level, which means that on April 1, 2021 we expect Mono Lake to be 1.2 feet lower than it was on April 1, 2020. There is a 0.3-foot range in the forecast based on the assumed runoff, and there is another 0.3-foot range based on which hydrologic model is used. Beyond that, the unknown weather of next winter introduces a wide range of uncertainty.




The official term for the year-type is “Dry-Normal I” based on DWP’s 71% of average runoff forecast. The year-type category determines the minimum flows released from DWP’s dams to the creeks and Mono Lake. A forecast lower than 68.5% would have made 2020 a “Dry” year and required lower streamflows, while a forecast higher than 75% would have made 2020 a “Dry-Normal II” year, with higher minimum flows.




The April 1 lake level also sets the maximum permitted surface water export from the Mono Basin—16,000 acre-feet this year because Mono Lake was higher than 6380. The chart below shows that the lake has been in this range for most of the time since Decision 1631 was issued by the State Water Board in 1994. That decision also calls for a hearing if Mono Lake fails to reach 6392 feet above sea level—something we are expecting and preparing for, since the lake clearly is no longer making progress in its mandated rise to 6392 feet.




Top photo by Bartshe Miller.
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            Today, the @centerforbiodiv led a diverse coalitio
            	                    [image: Today, the @centerforbiodiv led a diverse coalition of scientists and conservation groups, including the Mono Lake Committee, in filing a legal petition with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (@usfws) seeking protections for the Wilson’s Phalarope under the Endangered Species Act. Photo by Forrest English.]
        
    



    
        
            Check out this great article in the latest Audubon
            	                    [image: Check out this great article in the latest Audubon Magazine about Wilson's Phalaropes and the saline lakes they depend on, including #MonoLake! https://bit.ly/audubonphalaropes Photo: Mike Fernandez/Audubon]
        
    



    
        
            It's snowing! About half a foot of snow fell overn
            	                    [image: It's snowing! About half a foot of snow fell overnight and it's still coming down. There's an active blizzard warning and gusty winds continue. Highway 395 is currently closed from 35 miles north of Bishop to Bridgeport. You can watch the snow fall at monolake.org/webcams]
        
    



    
        
            February was a helpful snowy month for #MonoLake i
            	                    [image: February was a helpful snowy month for #MonoLake in an otherwise dry winter. See some good comparison photos at bit.ly/snowyfebruary. More snow is falling now as we speak!]
        
    



    
        
            Happy Superb Owl Sunday from this Northern Pygmy O
            	                    [image: Happy Superb Owl Sunday from this Northern Pygmy Owl at Mono Lake! 🦉 Photo by Nora Livingston.]
        
    



    
        
            When we woke up on Monday (pictured) we had two mo
            	                    [image: When we woke up on Monday (pictured) we had two more feet of snow, all the way down to the lakeshore! While this snow is great for Mono Lake, we are keeping everyone who has been affected by floods and mudslides in our thoughts. 💔 Photo by Elin Ljung.]
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